
639

Environmental Protection Agency § 761.326

§ 761.320 Applicability.
This subpart describes self-imple-

menting comparison testing require-
ments for chemical extraction and
chemical analysis methods used as an
alternative to the methods required in
§§ 761.272 or 761.292. Any person con-
ducting comparison testing under this
subpart must comply with the require-
ments of § 761.80(i), including notifica-
tion. Use alternative methods only
after successful completion of these
comparison testing requirements and
after documentation of the results of
the testing.

§ 761.323 Sample preparation.
(a) The comparison study requires

analysis of a minimum of 10 samples
weighing at least 300 grams each. Sam-
ples of PCB remediation waste used in
the comparison study must meet the
following three requirements.

(1) The samples must either be taken
from the PCB remediation waste at the
cleanup site, or must be the same kind
of material as that waste. For example,
if the waste at the cleanup site is
sandy soil, you must use the same kind
of sandy soil in the comparison study.
Do not use unrelated materials such as
clay soil or dredged sediments in place
of sandy soil.

(2) PCB remediation waste may con-
tain interferences which confound or
hamper sample extraction and chem-
ical analysis. These interferences may
be from chemicals or other attributes
preexisting in the waste material, re-
sulting from the PCB contamination
source, or resulting from treatment to
remove or destroy PCBs. Comparison
study samples must also contain these
interfering materials to demonstrate
successful analysis in their presence.
For example, a PCB remediation waste
may have been co-disposed with chloro-
benzene solvents or chlorinated pes-
ticides. These chlorinated compounds
would have to be present in the com-
parison study compounds at the same
levels found, or at the highest levels
expected to be found, in the PCB reme-
diation waste. As another example, for
PCB remediation waste which had been
solvent washed with liquid amines to
remove PCBs, comparison study sam-
ples would have to contain concentra-
tions of these amines at the same lev-

els found, or at the highest levels ex-
pected to be found, in the PCB remedi-
ation waste.

(b) Prior to initiating the comparison
study, confirm the following PCB con-
centrations in the comparison study
samples using the methods specified in
§ 761.292. All samples of non-liquid PCB
remediation waste must have PCB con-
centrations between 0.1 and 150 ppm.

(1) A minimum of three comparison
study samples must have PCB con-
centrations above the cleanup level
specified for the site in § 761.61(a)(4) and
a minimum of three comparison study
samples must have PCB concentrations
below the specified cleanup level.

(2) At least one comparison study
sample must have a PCB concentration
≥90 percent and ≤100 percent of the
cleanup level.

(3) At least one comparison study
sample must have a PCB concentration
≥100 percent and ≤110 percent of the
cleanup level.

(c) If the comparison study samples
do not have the concentrations or con-
centration ranges required by para-
graph (b) of this section, for purposes
of use in this chemical extraction and
chemical analysis comparison study, a
person may adjust PCB concentrations
by dilution. Any excess material re-
sulting from the preparation of these
samples, which is not used as an ana-
lytical sample, is regulated as the PCB
concentration in the component having
the highest PCB concentration of the
component materials in the sample.

§ 761.326 Conducting the comparison
study.

Extract or analyze the comparison
study samples using the alternative
method. For an alternative extraction
method or alternative analytical meth-
od to be comparable to the methods re-
quired in § 761.292, all of the following
conditions must be met.

(a) All samples having PCB con-
centrations greater than or equal to
the level of concern, as measured by
the methods required in § 761.292, are
found to be greater than or equal to
the level of concern as measured by the
alternative method (no false nega-
tives).

(b) Only one sample which contains
PCBs at a level less than the level of
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